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POLAR ARTWORK OF MARTIN MÖRCK, 1989-2024  

SYNOPSIS 

 

Purpose & Scope: This Display (Open Philately) exhibit showcases intricate & atmospheric 

artwork of the prolific Norwegian-Swedish master designer & engraver Martin Mörck. 

Centered on one of Mörck’s most personal & enduring themes w/ passion — polar lands & the 

expeditions that ventured into those regions by various explorers — the display is primarily 

comprised of philatelic materials. Beyond finished products, the exhibit features elusive pre-

production items including sketches, pen & ink drawings, design models, essays, & proofs for 

majority of featured issues. These items illustrate the artist's creative work from 1989 to 2024, 

encompassing postage stamps, FDC cachets/cancellations, stamp booklet/folder covers, 

postcards, & private artworks. The exhibit highlights multifaceted nature of stamp 

development & technical mastery of Mörck’s artistry. 

Treatment: The exhibit is organized into three chapters. First chapter (Polar Lands) features 

artwork depicting polar landscapes, organized into two distinct sections: Scenery & Animal 

Life. Following two chapters explore expeditions in Arctic & Antarctica. Each of these two 

geographical chapters (Arctic Expeditions & Antarctic Expeditions) is divided into sections by 

specific expedition groups arranged chronologically by the starting year of initial expedition 

within each group.  

Brief thematic narratives introduce each chapter & section followed by displayed items & their 

accompanying explanations. Each issue is presented beginning w/ display of the finished 

primary product & followed by a brief description of subject motif, developmental & printing 

specifications, & — for stamps only — its intended use. Where available, the display further 

explores associated supplemental products such as FDC cachets/cancellations, pre-production 

materials for both primary & supplemental products, & examples of stamp’s postal usage. 

Items of importance are indicated by border in red. 

Knowledge & Research: I have been a dedicated philatelist for over 50 years. In 1990, a 

deepening interest in Scandinavian stamps introduced me to the work of the Polish master 

engraver Czesław Słania, whose mastery of the craft inspired me to study the creation of 

engraved stamps. My understanding of medium reached a new level following my meeting w/ 

Mörck in 2018. Over the years, he has graciously & patiently shared his expertise w/ me, 

significantly expanding my knowledge of the field. Having visited his studios in Sweden & 

Denmark many times, I have had the unique privilege of observing his entire process firsthand 

— from initial sketches followed by pen & ink drawings to hand-engraving & pulling of stage 

die proofs. These sessions in Mörck’s studios were a true revelation, serving as informal 

apprenticeship that taught me not only about his specific artwork, but also about philosophy & 

techniques of design, illustration, & engraving. To share these insights, I have authored more 

than 20 articles on the design & engraving work of both Mörck & Słania in 11 different philatelic 

journals. 
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For this exhibit, beyond visual design aspects, I have conducted extensive research into postal 

rates to identify specific intended use for each Mörck stamp on display — an aspect of his work 

that has remained largely unstudied & unpublished. By cross-referencing archival postal rate 

tables & consulting directly w/ postal administrations when those tables were unavailable in 

the public domain, I linked each stamp denomination to its precise functional purpose at the 

time of issuance. This study focuses strictly on the postal rates applicable at the time of stamp 

issuance & does not account for subsequent rate changes. 

Information resulting from personal research is indicated by . 

Importance: To the best of my knowledge, there has never been a dedicated exhibition of the 

philatelic artwork of this most prolific living artist — until now. This inaugural display marks 

the first-ever showcase of Mörck’s creative process, offering the global philatelic community a 

rare opportunity to engage w/ the intricate details of his mastery firsthand. 

Rarity: All pre-production materials in this exhibit was acquired directly from Mörck over past 

several years. Sketches, drawings, design models, & essays are one-of-a-kind items; no other 

versions exist. Stage die proofs are produced by Mörck in very small quantities (approximately 

four to five per stamp) to monitor progress of his hand-engraving. My data regarding the 

number of these proofs in private hands is based solely on information provided by Mörck, who 

notes that he rarely parts w/ them. I have also closely monitored Scandinavian auction houses 

& online platforms such as eBay & Delcampe over many years to identify any Mörck items 

offered for sale. 

Conversely, printer-provided artist’s proofs of Monac0/TAAF/Greenland stamps are produced 

in strictly limited quantities & presented to the artist for private sale. Printed quantity 

information for these proofs was obtained from the printers & postal administrations directly.  

The vast majority of the items displayed are signed by the artist. Mörck utilizes three distinct 

signature lengths, which he adapts based on physical space available on material. 

Rarity information is denoted in green. 

Previous Display: This exhibit was recently shown at Boston 2026 World Expo & received 

gold medal per pre-defined FIP score & medal levels. 
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POLAR ARTWORK OF MARTIN MÖRCK, 1989-2024 

Purpose & Scope 
This exhibit showcases intricate & atmospheric artwork of prolific Norwegian-Swedish master designer & engraver 
Martin Mörck, pertaining to polar lands & expeditions that ventured into those regions by various explorers.  

Display is primarily comprised of philatelic materials. Beyond finished products, exhibit features elusive pre-
production items including sketches, pen & ink drawings, design models, essays & proofs for majority of featured 
issues. These items illustrate artist's creative work from 1989 to 2024, encompassing postage stamps, FDC cachets/
cancellations, stamp booklet/folder covers, postcards & private artworks. Exhibit highlights multifaceted nature of 
stamp development & technical mastery of Mörck’s artistry.

Background 
Mörck is most productive stamp artist in world today. To date, he has designed and/or engraved more than 
1,080 distinct stamp motifs issued by 32 postal administrations – body of work surpassing any other stamp 
artist. He holds record for largest-ever hand-engraved postage stamp. Majority of his stamps were issued by 
Nordic postal administrations.  

Mörck’s portfolio extends far beyond postage stamps. He has designed & illustrated numerous other types of 
philatelic items, magazine covers, commercial labels & advertisements. He is prominent banknote engraver & also 
paints. In his private life, he is passionate sailor & polar traveler. Artwork featured in this exhibit is direct reflection 
of this enduring personal passion, seamlessly integrating his firsthand knowledge of polar lands & their exploration 
into every intricate detail. 

Maxi card created in cooperation w/ Linn’s Stamp News for Mörck’s 1,000th stamp 
(largest-ever hand-engraved) issued by Faroe Islands 11 Aug 2023. 

Plan & Organization 
This exhibit consists of three chapters: Polar Lands, Arctic Expeditions,  Antarctic Expeditions. 

First chapter features artwork depicting polar landscapes, organized into two distinct sections: Scenery & Animal 
Life. Next two chapters are about expeditions in Arctic & Antarctica. Each of these two geographical chapters is 
divided into sections by specific expedition groups arranged chronologically by starting year of initial expedition 
within each group.  

Brief thematic narratives introduce each chapter & section followed by displayed items & their accompanying 
explanations. Each issue is presented beginning w/ display of finished primary product & followed by brief 
description of subject motif, developmental & printing specifications, & — for stamps only — its intended use. 
Where available, display further explores associated supplemental products such as FDC cachets/cancellations, pre-
production materials for both primary & supplemental products, & examples of stamp’s postal usage.

Knowledge & Research 
Through over 35 years of collecting & studying engraved stamps – furthered by eight years of close collaboration w/ 
Mörck, including extensive time spent in his studios – I developed comprehensive understanding of stamp design & 
engraving process. I had unique privilege of observing his entire workflow firsthand: from initial sketches followed 
by pen & ink drawings to meticulous hand-engraving & pulling of stage die proofs. These sessions were true 
revelation, serving as informal apprenticeship that provided deep insight not only into Mörck’s artistic style, but 
also into underlying philosophy & technical mastery of design, illustration & engraving. 
  
Beyond visual design aspects, I have conducted extensive research into postal rates to identify specific intended use 
for each stamp displayed in this exhibit. By cross-referencing archival postal rate tables & consulting directly w/ 
postal administrations when those tables were unavailable in public domain, I linked each stamp denomination to 
its precise functional purpose at time of issuance.

Importance 
As one of most prominent philatelic artists of all time, Mörck has — to best of my knowledge — never had his 
philatelic artwork featured in exhibition until this inaugural display. This exhibit fills that void, showcasing diverse 
facets of Mörck’s creative work within theme for which he holds profound personal passion. 

Rarity 
Majority of pre-production materials displayed in this exhibit are only one known in private hands. Only few of 
pre-production materials have six or less known. Vast majority of displayed items are signed by artist. 

Items of importance indicated by border in red. 
Rarity information denoted in green. 
Thematic (non-philatelic/non-artwork) information denoted in blue. 
Information resulting from personal research indicated by      .

Terms & Definitions 

Essay is proposed design for stamp or private artwork, that may be incomplete, differ from final adopted design, or 
remain entirely unadopted.  

Intaglio is printing technique where motif is incised into print cylinders. Motif design is transferred either from 
hand-engraved metal plate or pen & ink drawing via high-precision laser beams. Latter is known "laser intaglio”.
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